Introduction
The Hemipteran fauna of Central, South and South-East Iran is relatively well-known (Expeditions of the Natural History in Stuttgart in 1954 and 1956 , the National Museum of Natural History in Prague in 1970 Prague in , 1973 Prague in and 1977 , and annual field work of entomologists in the Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute in Tehran). In contrast, much less work has been done in the Khorasan province inN. E. Iran. The present article is based on material collected by the senior author from April to July 1994 in Khorasan. The expedition was made in cooperation with the College of Agriculture of the Ferdowsi University in Mashhad.
Material and methods
Khorasan is the largest province in Iran with a total area of 313 000 km 2 • The main part of the province is formed by a plateau of an average altitude of about 1 000--1 500 m. It is traversed by mountain ranges (altitude up to 3 050 m), such as Kuh-e-Hazar Masied in the North and Kuh-e-Aladagh and Kuh-e-Binalud, a continuation of the A1borz ranges, from the south ofBojnurd to Neyshabur. In the North along the border of Turkmenistan there is a depression (altitude about 300 m) extending from Sarakhs to Darreh Gaz. The climate is semiarid or arid. The vegetation in lower parts varies from Artemisia steppes in the North to immense semideserts and salt marshes with halophytes such as Haloxylon, Calligonum, and Tamari.x in the South. At higher altitudes occur luxuriant forests with deciduous trees and mountain meadows. During the expedition, trips were made to all principal areas in order to get a reliable result ofthe faunal composition of the province. A list of the findings is published below. In nomenclature and distributional data, the Catalogue of the Heteroptera of the Palaearctic Region I-II (Aukema & Rieger 1995 , 1996 and the recent monograph of the Coreoidea by Moulet (1995) were consulted.
The material collected is preserved in the Linnavuori collection and in the College of Agriculture of the Ferdowsi University in Mashhad. All material is collected by Rauno Linnavuori, if no other collector is mentioned.
Gerromorpha Hebroidea Hebridae
Hebrus pilipes Kanyukova, 1997 
Gerroidea Veliidae Veliinae
Velia affinis affinis Kolenati, 1857.-Zoshk near Shandiz, several exx, 24.V.1994.-In a mountain brook.-IranoTuranian.
Gerridae Gerrinae
Gerris (Get-ris) costae (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1850).-Many exx from Khalcanlod 30 km E of Quchan, 7. VII.1994; Lake Bazangan 50 km W of Sarakhs, 30.VI.1994; Sarakhs, 29-30.IV.1994, RL; Mashhad, 2l.V.1992 The biogeographical provinces of Fennoscandia and Denmark
